
Our Father Who art in Heaven... 

 

Tintoretto is the painter of this picture of the Last Supper. Jesus told his apostles: I 

have long desired to eat the Passover Meal with you. That Jewish feast, and its 

meal, remembers the ancient Hebrew people being freed from slavery and death. 

Jesus is our Passover from death to life and inner slavery to freedom. 

 

Hail Mary full of grace... 

 

In Tintoretto's painting there are many more people in the room than just the twelve 

apostles. The crowds wanted an earthly king with power, but Jesus came to show 

God's friendship with us in love. How boring, many thought. Now on the night of 

the Last Supper, some are waiting and watching to see if Jesus will be 

the earthly king or not. Even his friends leave him in the end.  

 

Hail Mary full of grace... 

 

Jesus wants to be the companion to all the people of the earth until the end of time. 

He promises to stay with us in his Body and Blood, wearing the appearance of bread 

and wine. 

 

Hail Mary full of grace... 

 



This promise is Jesus' gift from heaven and so Tintoretto has painted heaven 

opening up and angels filling the dining room as Jesus gives the Holy Food of his 

Body and Blood.  

 

Hail Mary full of grace... 

 

This Last Supper with his friends happens the night of Jesus' arrest. The next day 

will be Friday - the day of his suffering and death on Mount Calvary. And so, as he 

breaks the bread and passes the cup to each, he is really pointing to the self-gift he 

will make the next day on the cross. 

 

Hail Mary full of grace... 

 

Jesus gave himself completely to the Father on the cross. But he didn't just do this 

2000 years ago! Jesus gives himself in love all the time and forever. When we come 

to Mass we receive this gift of his love. We step into angel-time and are at Calvary 

with Mary under the cross. Jesus' gift is for each of us and all of us. 

 

Hail Mary full of grace... 

 

 

 
 

The bread is broken and given away. The cup is passed, poured out and emptied. 

But even before he did this, Jesus washed the feet of the apostles as a sign of 

servant-love. He tells us we must do the same. This painting shows Jesus sharing the 

supper with the poorest children from Manila. Everyone belongs at the table of 

Jesus! 

 

Hail Mary full of grace... 
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The family of Jesus comes to the table. The Eucharist calls us to a new kind of heart. 

Receiving Holy Communion means having a heart that continues to open and 

expand to the world, especially where the world is hungry. 

 

Hail Mary full of grace... 

 

When the ancient Hebrews wandered in the desert and were hungry, God fed them 

with bread they found each morning on the desert floor. Now Jesus is our bread 

from heaven. He feeds us with himself on our own journey - the journey of 

becoming the full-grown children of God. We might call that desire a hunger. 

 

Hail Mary full of grace... 

 

When we are at Mass heaven and earth touch. The Risen Jesus feeds his people. So 

Communion also gives us a new way of looking at other people. See the little 

word union in Communion. We can't receive Holy Communion and be okay with 

divisions, arguing and hatred. 

 

Hail Mary full of grace... 

 

Glory be to the Father... 

 

 


